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A Brief History of Stowe
Although chartered as a town in 1763, Stowe’s first settlers did not arrive until 30 years later in 1793.  By the dawn of the
19th century, most of Stowe’s land had been sold, and the population had grown to 316.  Today, Stowe is Vermont’s largest
town in land area with over 50,000 acres and a permanent population of over 4,000.  Vermont’s highest peak, Mt.
Mansfield, and some of the finest agricultural and woodland in the state are located within this land area.

The agriculture and lumber industries were essential to the town in Stowe’s early years.  At one time, over 75% of the land
in Stowe and most of Vermont was open land that had been cleared by lumber-production and was used for agriculture -
primarily sheep farming.  As many as 8,000 sheep grazed the hills and valleys of Stowe in those days.

Stowe’s farming fortunes fluctuated with the rest of New England agriculture.  Eventually, most of Vermont shifted from
sheep to dairy farms with more than 100 farms located in Stowe alone.  Only nine of these farms continue to operate today.
Over the years, this shift allowed 75% of the cleared land to reforest.

Unlike most of Vermont, Stowe’s history does not center exclusively around farming.  By the mid-1800’s, Stowe had
developed into a famous summer resort due to its spectacular mountain scenery and good transportation connections.  The
Toll Road to the top of Mt. Mansfield was completed by 1870; the Summit House on the top of Mt. Mansfield was
finished just as the Civil War broke out, and the stately 300-room Mansfield House occupied most of the present village.
Known as the “Big Hotel”, the Mansfield House burned to the ground in 1889.

A large stable housing over 100 horses, tack, carriages and stable hands, was located behind the “Big Hotel” at the
present site of the Green Mountain Inn’s Annex wing.  This barn was eventually torn down as a fire hazard in 1953, and
several of the original beams were used in constructing The Whip Bar & Grill.

The Depot Building, located adjacent to the Green Mountain Inn, was built in 1897 as a depot for the Mt. Mansfield
Electric Railway.  Running the 11 miles between Waterbury and Stowe, this train carried both passengers and freight
until 1932.  The Depot Building is now connected to the Inn by a bridge, housing 16 guest rooms and a variety of shops on
the lower levels.

Summer tourism remained vital to Stowe’s economic life through the First World War. 1913 marked the beginning of a new
era in the history of Stowe when three resident Swedish families took to traveling around town on long wooden boards
with upturned ends. This new form of transportation piqued the curiosity of the local citizenry.  It did not take long for
many townspeople to become hooked on this strange new sport, and skiing found a home in Stowe.  This turning point
marked the launching of what was to become Stowe’s true destiny.

In 1921, Stowe held its first Winter Carnival with ski jumping, skating, and myriad other fun-filled events.  Downhill
skiing, however, would not truly develop in Stowe until the Great Depression, when the Civilian Conservation Corps
established camps and began clearing ski trails on Mt. Mansfield.  The first, constructed in 1933, was the Bruce Trail that
led from the present site of the Octagon to Ranch Camp.  This trail is now incorporated into the Mt. Mansfield Ski
Touring trail system.  In 1934, the next – and perhaps most famous – ski trail was cut: the Nose Dive.  In the early days,
skiers hiked the 2.5 miles to the summit. Rope tows emerged as an easier method, only to be supplanted by chairlifts,
beginning with a single chair in 1940.  This venerable chair operated until 1986, when it was retired in favor of a high-
speed detachable quad.

Skiing and the town of Stowe expanded steadily over the years as interest in the sport grew.  In the process, Stowe
established its reputation as one of the premier ski resorts and vacation destinations in the world.  Today, Stowe offers
guests an outstanding variety of year round recreational activities, attractions and special events from world-class skiing
and riding terrain to myriad on-mountain programs and off-mountain activities capable of satisfying the most
disconcerning travelers. With the newest and fastest lift service on the East Coast, Stowe's two gondola-connected
mountains offer skiers and riders of all levels an unparalleled experience. Stowe looks forward to an even brighter future
with the anticipated opening of its new base village in late 2008.
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The Inn’s History
Celebrating its 175th  year in 2008, the Inn has a fascinating history!  The main building and adjacent Depot building are
listed as numbers 13 and 14 on the National Register of Historic Places.

The Inn was built by Peter C. Lovejoy as a private dwelling in 1833.  In 1850, Mr. Lovejoy traded the residence with
Stillman Churchill for a 350-acre farm.  Mr. Churchill added two brick wings and a dance hall to the original structure,
built a double porch in front and called it the Mansfield House.  Financial difficulties eventually obliged him to borrow
money from W.H.H. Bingham, using the Mansfield House as collateral. When Mr. Bingham subsequently found it
necessary to call in the loan, the Inn changed hands for the second time.

The Mansfield House served as a hotel before coming under the ownership of W.P. Bailey, who continued operations for a
few years as the Brick Hotel.  In 1893, Mark C. Lovejoy purchased the Brick Hotel and renamed it the Green Mountain
Inn.  Four years later, the Depot Building was built next door to house the Mt. Mansfield Electric Railroad, which would
begin service in 1898.

Over the years, the Inn has hosted many famous visitors including Lowell Thomas, who made regular broadcasts from the
Inn, President Gerald Ford, who stayed at the Inn as a student on a modeling assignment for Look Magazine, and Presi-
dent Chester A. Arthur, who acted in a theatrical production at the Inn.  Many innkeepers have also graced the Inn over
the years including the famous Parker Perry, who owned the Inn for over 35 years.

In 1982, Marvin Gameroff, a Canadian visitor to Stowe, fell so in love with the property that he purchased it.  He trans-
ferred ownership to the Gameroff Trust, the present owner, which undertook a massive restoration project that was
completed in 1983 to honor the 150th anniversary of the building.

The wallpaper, stenciling and draperies in all of the Inn rooms are authentic early American reproductions.  The lovely 18th
century country furniture was manufactured especially for the Green Mountain Inn.  The American salt-glaze stoneware
lamps and the early American primitive reproductions add charm to the Inn’s 64 rooms and suites, all with private baths.
While retaining the original charm of the Inn, many updated safety features were added during the restoration, including a
full sprinkler/fire alarm system, internal fire stairs, exits and new wiring.  Additionally, a swimming pool, The Whip Bar
& Grill, cable television, air conditioning, meeting space and a fully equipped health club with fireside lounge area were
added to complement the Inn’s facilities.

In 1989, the Inn underwent additional work, including the redecoration of all common areas.  Eight smaller rooms in the
Main Inn were combined to make four suites with Jacuzzis, fireplaces and bars.  In 1993, eight Clubhouse rooms were
built.  Each room offers a queen-size four-poster bed, fireplace, DVD player and Jacuzzi.  In 1994, two Deluxe Clubhouse
Suites were added, each with one bedroom, a fully equipped kitchen, dining/living room, fireplace, DVD player and
Jacuzzi.  The Inn’s 15-room Annex Building was also completely renovated with new bathrooms and antique-reproduction
furniture.

The Mill House, completed in 1997, added eight luxury rooms to the Inn’s accommodations, all with king canopy beds,
most with fireside Jacuzzis, sitting areas and many other extras. In 1998, the Inn opened 4 new luxury rooms Depot
Building. Then, just in time for the holiday season in 1999, the Inn opened two luxury Village apartments, the Sterling and
Pinnacle suites. The year 2000 brought the construction and opening of our most ambitious project to date, and the last
phase of the Inn’s overall expansion, the Mansfield House. This 28,000 square-foot addition features 22 exquisite guest
rooms (including 12 luxury suites), and a beautifully appointed common living room.

The Mansfield House also came to include two loft-style apartments with generous kitchens, expansive great rooms, and
spacious master suites. Each 1,800 square foot apartment offers an extensive list of added amenities, including: a spacious
living room with 55" screen television, DVD player , wireless Internet access, a game table , sofa bed, fully equipped
kitchen, bathroom with large Jacuzzi , in-room safe  and a washer/dryer.  The Starr offers two queen beds and a sofa bed, and
The National features one king and two sofa beds. Most recently, our two and three bedroom townhouses were added,
offering a wonderful option for those seeking sumptuous accommodations including full kitchens, living rooms and other
added amenities.
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What ’s a Walton Blodgett ?
A “Walton Blodgett” is a watercolour painting depicting the very core of Vermont.  Walton Blodgett, the
painter, lived 22 years in Stowe.  Moving here in 1941 from Connecticut, he trained under George Luks in
New York and George Pierce Ennis in Maine.  Blodgett captured the light and life of Vermont in the
1940’s and 50’s.

Wally, as some knew him, lived on Route 100 across from the Grand Union.  His studio, next to the
house, provided a magnificent view of Mt. Mansfield and he could watch and paint the various times of
day in all seasons.  His paintings are hanging in many of the homes in Stowe.  The Green Mountain Inn
still has the largest public display of his work in their dining room and lobby.  These were collected by a
former owner who had a special relationship with the painter, enabling him to decorate his inn and the
painter to feed his family.  His other paintings in Stowe are prized for their personal meaning to the
families whose homes and farms he painted.

Walton Blodgett had that unique ability to paint the essence of a subject.  He chose his subjects for their
simplicity: a barn or a home, or even a single tree were featured.  He drew boldly, filling even a small
sheet of paper, creating the illusion of a larger image.  He could paint blocky, monotonous rock surfaces in
a granite quarry or the “twiggyness” of a row of trees on a property line.

When he included figures they were children pulling sleds or a farmer harnessing his team of horses in
the barnyard.  Stylistically, his figures were cartoon-like and not real portraits, but they lent warmth to
the pictures.  He was foremost a landscape painter.

Walton Blodgett filled sketchbooks with ideas for painting and then, in the studio, he would translate
those ideas into watercolours at his drawing table.  As his eyesight deteriorated, he memorized the order
of the mixed pans of watercolour at his worktable so that he could correctly choose his colours without
actually seeing them.  This explains why his later paintings tend to be simpler, more concerned with
larger areas and less with details.

When Wally mixed colours, sometimes the pigment was so intense that it was hard to tell dark blue from
dark green or black.  As he chose to simplify his subjects, his palette consisted of only six or eight
colours.  In a letter to a niece, he suggested that any black that came from a tube and not mixed by the
artist only “deserved to be fed to the family dog or massaged in the gums!”  White also deserved the
same fate deeming “if you want white, leave the paper white.’  The complexity of colours he achieved
with a limited palette makes his work even more admirable.  Fall scenes are a riot of reds, oranges and
yellows; winter roads and snow banks on a sunny day are icy blues and grays; and the cool of summer in
the shade of maple trees is in the darkest greens.

Although his paintings are 20 to 40 years old, they are “now.”  Some of the houses and farms he painted
are still here, and those that are gone are vividly remembered by the paintings he left us.  When the
viewing public looks at a “Walton Blodgett,” they see “Vermont.”

Written by Vera Beckerhoff and reprinted from the “Essence of Stowe,” with permission.
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Recreational Activities
Recreational activities abound in Stowe all year-round!  Listed below are activities available to
your group.

Winter
Alpine skiing and snowboarding at the
Stowe Mountain Resort on Mt.
Mansfield, Vermont's highest peak
Nordic skiing on over 150km of groomed
trails at four interconnecting touring
centers
Sleigh rides

Snowmobiling
Tobogganing
Snowshoeing
Sledding
Sled Dog Tours
Tennis at local indoor courts
Ice Skating

Spring, Summer & Fall
Golf (four courses within a 15 minute
drive)
Horseback Riding
Hot-air balloon rides
Road and Mountain Biking
Tennis ([ublic courts nearby)
Glider rides
Hiking
Canoeing
Stowe Recreation Path:  A winding
5.3 mile paved path which begins behind
the Community Church in the Village.
Ideal for walking, jogging, in-line skating
or biking.

Flyfishing (guided trips available for
groups)
Stowe Theatre Guild performances
Stowe Performing Arts performances
Mozart Festival at Trapp Meadow
Alpine Slide & Gondola rides at
Stowe Mountain Resort
Mt. Mansfield Toll Road
Covered bridges tour
Local farm tour
Local sugarhouse tour
Adventure/team building programs
through Umiak Outdoor Outfitters
Full calendar of festivals and special
events

Year Round
Stowe Village's many shops, restaurants
& galleries
Historic Lantern Tours
Helen Day Art Center
Ben & Jerry's Ice Cream Factory Tour

Cold Hollow Cider Mill
Lake Champlain Chocolates/Cabot
Creamery Annex
Self-guided historic walking tour of
Stowe Village

Day Trips
Shelburne Museum - featuring American
folk art (45 minutes)
Montpelier - Vermont Historical Society
Museum and State Capital building (30
minutes)

Burlington - shopping, restaurants,
museums, lake excursions (45 minutes)
Vermont Teddy Bear Company -
Shelburne (45 minutes)
Essex Outlet Factory Stores
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Accommodations
The Inn's 104 antique-filled rooms, suites and townhouses are located in the Main Inn, Annex, Club House, Mill
House, Depot Building, Sanborn House, Mansfield House, and Depot Street Townhouses. All offer private bath,
color cable television, air conditioning and telephone. Many feature queen or king canopy beds and a host of exquis-
ite added amenities.

Standard Main Inn & AnneStandard Main Inn & AnneStandard Main Inn & AnneStandard Main Inn & AnneStandard Main Inn & Annex Rx Rx Rx Rx Rooms ooms ooms ooms ooms  feature period furnishings, early American décor, full private bath,
telephone, cable color television, wireless Internet access, air conditioning and hairdryer.

Deluxe RDeluxe RDeluxe RDeluxe RDeluxe Roomsoomsoomsoomsooms  feature either one queen or two double beds (most with canopy), Vermont hand-crafted
furnishings, elegant décor, gas fireplaces, private baths with double Jacuzzis, plush terry robes, DVD and CD
players, wireless Internet access, large screen televisions with cable, refrigerators/mini bars, coffee makers, air
conditioning, in-room safe and hairdryers. Deluxe rooms are located in the Main Inn and also in separate buildings
adjacent to the Main Inn.

Luxury RLuxury RLuxury RLuxury RLuxury Rooms ooms ooms ooms ooms  are located in our Mill House and Mansfield House.  Each features either one queen or king
canopy  bed, Vermont hand-crafted furnishings, elegant décor, gas fireplace, private bath with double Jacuzzis (most
are fireside), plush terry robes, DVD and CD  players, wireless Internet access, large screen television with cable,
refrigerator/mini bar, coffee maker, air conditioning, in-room safe and hairdryer.

Luxury Suites and Grand RLuxury Suites and Grand RLuxury Suites and Grand RLuxury Suites and Grand RLuxury Suites and Grand Roomsoomsoomsoomsooms are located in our Mansfield House.  Each features a king canopy bed with
hypo-allergenic down duvet and handmade quilt cover, Vermont hand-crafted furnishings, elegant décor, gas fire-
place, fireside double Jacuzzi, separate marble bath with vanity and cosmetic mirror, plush terry robes, DVD/CD
players, surround sound stereo, large screen televisions with cable, wireless Internet access, in-room safe, refrigera-
tor/mini bar, coffee maker, air conditioning, hairdryer and daily newspaper delivery.

Smugglers & Spruce Suites Smugglers & Spruce Suites Smugglers & Spruce Suites Smugglers & Spruce Suites Smugglers & Spruce Suites  are located in our Club House building – convenient to our year-round heated
outdoor pool and health club.  These suites are perfect for an extended stay or small family on holiday!  Each features
a fully equipped kitchen, living room with large screen television with DVD player and cable, a sofa bed, full private
bath with double Jacuzzi, one bedroom with a queen canopy bed, hand-crafted furnishings and early-American décor,
air conditioning, in-room safe  and hairdryer.

The Sterling and PThe Sterling and PThe Sterling and PThe Sterling and PThe Sterling and Pinnacle Suitesinnacle Suitesinnacle Suitesinnacle Suitesinnacle Suites  are located in the Sanborn House. Each combines the essentials of a fully-
equipped apartment with the luxurious comfort & unique character of a suite. These suites offer a premier village
location adjacent to the Green Mountain Inn. Each features a fully equipped kitchen, dining area, living room with
pull-out sofa bed, large screen television with DVD player and cable, wireless Internet access, in-room safe and a
washer & dryer.  The Sterling Suite also features a half bath downstairs and a second floor with one bedroom with a
king size bed, fireside double Jacuzzi, full bath and television.  Our Pinnacle Suite features one twin bedroom and
full bath downstairs and a master bedroom with queen bed, full bath and fireside Jacuzzi upstairs.  A two night
minimum is required.

The Depot Street TThe Depot Street TThe Depot Street TThe Depot Street TThe Depot Street Townhousesownhousesownhousesownhousesownhouses are designed to offer guests every modern convenience, with all the amenities of
the Inn.  The First Floor features a spacious, beautifully appointed living room with two sofas, gas fireplace and
cable TV with DVD, half bath, gracious, fully equipped kitchen, dining area with large dining table and french
doors leading to a veranda.  Upstairs is a master bedroom with a king or queen size bed, cable television, walk-in
closet and bathroom with oversize Jacuzzi tub and double vanity.  The guest bedroom features two twin beds and
second full bath in the hallway.  The basement has a washer and dryer. A two night minimum is required.

The Mansfield House Apartmentshe Mansfield House Apartmentshe Mansfield House Apartmentshe Mansfield House Apartmentshe Mansfield House Apartments  have been added in the Inn’s luxurious Mansfield House.  Each 1,800
square foot apartment offers an extensive list of added amenities, including: a spacious living room with 55" screen
television, DVD player , wireless Internet access, a game table , sofa bed, fully equipped kitchen, bathroom with
large Jacuzzi , in-room safe  and a washer/dryer.  The Starr offers two queen beds and a sofa bed, and The National
features one king and two sofa beds.
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Guest Amenities
Our Main Street Dining Room serves breakfast (year round) and holiday dinners (seasonally).  It is also
available for private functions with seating for two to 120 guests when reserved with our adjoining Library
and the adjacent Village Room.
The Whip Bar and Grill serves lunch, dinner and Sunday brunch (year round).
Health Club featuring cardiovascular exercise equipment (Lifecycles, Stairmaster, treadmill and elliptical
trainer), Nautilus circuit, Universal weight station, free weights, Jacuzzi, sauna, locker rooms, and
outstanding massage services in our refurbished massage rooms.
Heated, outdoor pool (open year-round) with cozy fireside lounge area and ping-pong table in summer.
Game Room
Unique shops in the adjacent Depot Building

Guest Services
Afternoon tea and cookies (winter) / lemonade (summer)
Laundry/dry cleaning (off-premise)
DVD rentals
Vending and ice machines
Free parking
Photocopying and fax services
Complimentary guest computer in lobby and other locations across the property.
Wireless Internet access available throughout most of the property

Amenities, & Guest Services
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Experience our other beautiful Inn in VExperience our other beautiful Inn in VExperience our other beautiful Inn in VExperience our other beautiful Inn in VExperience our other beautiful Inn in Vermont’s pristine Northeast Kingdomermont’s pristine Northeast Kingdomermont’s pristine Northeast Kingdomermont’s pristine Northeast Kingdomermont’s pristine Northeast Kingdom

Situated in a serene, exquisite lakeshore setting, the WilloughVale offers a wonderful getaway from life’s everyday
pressures. Lake Willoughby is truly a wilderness jewel due to its spectacular scenery and stunning backdrop of
granite cliffs towering over crystal clear waters.

Guest Rooms & Cottages
Inn accommodations include ten unique rooms with spectacular views of the lake and surrounding mountains,
Vermont hand-crafted furnishings, queen beds, private baths and televisions. Our two luxury rooms - The Governor
Aiken & The Gazebo - offer the ultimate in comfort and elegance with king beds, fireside double Jacuzzis, private
porches with sweeping views, 36" satellite televisions, DVD players, microwave ovens, toasters, refrigerators,
sinks, and coffee makers. The Harter Suite offers one bedroom, a living room double Jacuzzi, large screen television
and conveniences such as a microwave oven, refrigerator and coffee maker.

Each of our four lakefront cottages feature private screened porches, decks, and private docks.

The RThe RThe RThe RThe Robert Fobert Fobert Fobert Fobert Frost: rost: rost: rost: rost: Two bedrooms, one with a queen bed, one with tw0 twin beds, and a large living
room /dining area.
The Birches:The Birches:The Birches:The Birches:The Birches: Two bedrooms, one with a queen bed, one with two twin beds, a walk-in closet and an eat-in kitchen.
The PThe PThe PThe PThe Pisgah: isgah: isgah: isgah: isgah: One bedroom with a queen bed, living room with fireplace, fireside double Jacuzzi and
kitchen.
The Angler: The Angler: The Angler: The Angler: The Angler: One bedroom with an eat-in kitchen and living room with French doors facing the lake.

Each of our four new lakeview cottages feature private  decks.

Songadeewin, TSongadeewin, TSongadeewin, TSongadeewin, TSongadeewin, Twilight, Conley and Pwilight, Conley and Pwilight, Conley and Pwilight, Conley and Pwilight, Conley and Peregrine:eregrine:eregrine:eregrine:eregrine:  The soaring cathedral ceiling and windows offer spacious-
ness and spectacular views. You’ll be able to soak in the panorama as you relax on your deck or enjoy a cozy fire in
the casual living room furnished with hand crafted rustic pine furniture. The master bedroom features a queen size
bed and Jacuzzi while the guest bedroom is furnished with two twin beds. A fully equipped kitchen will entice you to
linger over breakfast coffee or share dinner with family and friends at the dining room table. A washer, dryer, gas
grill, central air conditioning and a flat screen television add to the amenities to make your stay here relaxed and
pleasant.

Relaxed Dining
Our Willoughby Room and Tap Room Bar offer spectacular views throughout. Seasonal dining is available in both
our Willoughby Room and Tap Room.

Recreation
The Lake Willoughby area has long been regarded as a recreational paradise, offering a wealth of outdoor activities
year-round. Swimming, boating, fishing, hiking, climbing, biking, paddling, snowshoeing, cross-country skiing and
snowmobiling are all available from the Inn’s door, and superb skiing is offered at the nearby Burke Mountain Resort
during the winter months. The Inn is on the extensive V.A.S.T. Snowmobile Trail.

Please contact Dana WPlease contact Dana WPlease contact Dana WPlease contact Dana WPlease contact Dana Wehe at the Wehe at the Wehe at the Wehe at the Wehe at the WilloughVilloughVilloughVilloughVilloughVale Inn at (800) 594-9102 or Dana@willoughvale.comale Inn at (800) 594-9102 or Dana@willoughvale.comale Inn at (800) 594-9102 or Dana@willoughvale.comale Inn at (800) 594-9102 or Dana@willoughvale.comale Inn at (800) 594-9102 or Dana@willoughvale.com
or visit our Wor visit our Wor visit our Wor visit our Wor visit our Web site - Web site - Web site - Web site - Web site - WilloughVilloughVilloughVilloughVilloughVale.com - for further information.ale.com - for further information.ale.com - for further information.ale.com - for further information.ale.com - for further information.
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Transportation and Travel Directions

By Car
Stowe is a convenient 10 minute drive from Inter-
state 89.  Take exit 10, and follow Route 100 ten
miles north to Stowe.  The Inn is located on Main
Street (Route 100) on the right after the blinking
light when you approach the center of town.  Ample
parking is available behind the Inn.

ALBANY 4 HRS 170 MILES
BALTIMORE 9 HRS 498 MILES
BOSTON 3.5 HRS 205 MILES
CLEVELAND 10 HRS 596 MILES
HARTFORD 3.5 HRS 208 MILES
MANCHESTER, NH 2.5 HRS 149 MILES
MONTREAL 2.5 HRS 140 MILES
NEW YORK 6 HRS 325 MILES
OTTAWA 4 HRS 239 MILES
PHILADELPHIA 8 HRS 410 MILES
TORONTO 8 HRS 440 MILES
WASHINGTON 10 HRS 537 MILES

By Air
There are over 80 flights a day to the Burlington
International Airport (BTV), only a 40 minute
ride to Stowe via Interstate 89.  Discount flights
and car rentals maybe available through the
Stowe Area Association.

Groups frequently utilize Boston's Logan
Airport (BOS) or Manchester, NH Airport
(MHT) as well.

By Train
Stowe is only 10 minutes from the Amtrak
Station in Waterbury.  Please call 1-800-24-
STOWE for Stowe preferred round-trip informa-
tion.




